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Introduction

Longfiedd Solar Enengy Famm Lid is inviting feedback from the local community on its proposals.
fior Longfiedd Solar Farm as part of a public consultaion bebween START DATE TBC and END
DATE TBC.

What is this document?

This document, known as a Statement of Community Consultafion ("SoCC"), sats out how we
plan to consult with the local community. It includes:

= A description of the planning process we must follow

= #An outiine of cur proposals

= How we have developed our approach to consultation

= How we will be consulting the: local community

= How we will publicise the consultation

= The consultation amangements

= What we will do with feedback from the consultation

Why are we publishing this document?

The proposed Longfield Solar Fam is dassified as a Mationally Significant Infrastructure Project
{"MSIP") under the Planning Act 2008. This means that, unlike other forms of development, we
st apply to the Secretary of State for Business, Enengy and Industrial Strategy ("BEIS") for a
Development Consent Cnder ("DCO7) for our proposals.

Part of this process requines us to publish a staterment of how we will consult with the local
community — known as a SoCC. We very much want feedback from the lecal community on our
proposals.

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainion Bridge Busimess Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 SRA
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The planning process

¥We are developing the proposed Longfield Solar Farm under the Planning Act 2008. This is
because its proposed generating capadty excesds 50 megawatts (MWW which means that,
under the Planning Act 2008, Longfield Solar Fam constitutes a MSIP requiring a DGO

Unlike planning applications, which are considered by local authorities, DCO applications are
made to the Planning Inspectorate ("PINS"). This independent body administers the application
process on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State. In this case, the appropriate government
depariment is the Department for BEIS. Further information on the DCO application procass can
be obtained from PINS Advice Mote 3: Owerview of the nationally significant infrastructure
planning process for members of the public and others. This is available on the PINS website by
using the fdlowing link: hitpsinfrastructure planninginspectorate. gov ukisp-
contentuploads 201 304 Adwice-note-B.0.pdf

Figure 1 on page 4 of this document shows each stage of the planning process for NSIPs. We
anticipate submitting cur application in the second half of 2021.

The Planning Act 2008 and consultation

DC0s are govemed by a fixed, statubery process which requires us to consult with persons with
an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the
Planning Act 2008; the local community under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008; and to
publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the Planning Act 2008 and
reguiation 13 of the Infrastucture Planning (Emvironmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 (EM Regulations"). It also prowides a fixed role for local authonties and means we will be
following a well-established and clear process to develop our proposals.

We are at the stage in developing our proposals where we will formally consult to mest this
requirement — this is known as a statutory consultation. We will use the feedback that we receive
during the statutory consultation to help us develop our final proposals for LongSeld Solar Famm
before submitting our DCO application.

As part of cwr DCO application, we will submit a Consultation Report detaling our approach to
consultation, the feedback that we received during the statutory consultation, and how we have
had regard to it When considening our DCO application, the Secretary of State must consider
whether the consultation that we have undertaken has been adequate.

Environmental Impact Assessment

For the proposed LongSeld Solar Famm, we are required to camy out an Environmental Impact
Assessment ("EIA™) of our proposals as part of the plamning precess. In legal terms, this means
the proposed scheme is considered to be ElA development’ for the purposes of the EIA
Regulations.

This means we must assess e likely significant emvironmental effects of our proposals and
where appropriste describe mitigation that = proposed to avoid, prevent, reduce or, if possible,

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Rcad - Ralnton Eridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 SRA
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offest any significant adverse effects. We will report on this process in 3 document ealled an
Environmental Statement ("ES") when we submit cur DGO application.
Af this consultation stage. we wil be sharing and sesking feedback on the preliminary results of
our assessments. We will do so in a document called a Preliminary Environmental Information
Report ('PEIR™)L
More information
You can find mere information about the Planning Act 2008, PINS and its mole and how to

participate in the DCO process on the PINS Mational Infastcture Planning website -
hitps:fNinfrastruchure planninginspectorate. gov uld, or by calling PINS on 0303 444 5000.

’ \.
[ o2

anE
M2E

Figure 1: The planning process for NSIPs
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The proposed Longfield Solar Farm

About us

Longfiedd Solar Energy Farm Limited is @ joint venture betwesn two companies with a long
history in hefping meet the country’s need for renewable energy.

EDF Renswsables has more than 25 years' worth of experience in delivering renewable energy
projects in more than 20 countries amund the world. In the UK, it provides much nesded new
affordable low carbon energy through 37 wind farms and one of the UK s largest battery storage
units {fopether totaling almost 1GW). it has a porffolio of rooftop solar and grid scale solar
enengy generation in development.

Padeny Solar has helped to develop more than 25 solar farms in the UK and this provides over
J00MW of renewable enemy. Padero Solar is part of a group of three companies.  These indude
PS5 Renewables, which is behind a number of solar projects, and PSH Operations, an Operations
& Maintenance business managing over 1.2GW of solar famm assets in the UKL

Yiou can find out more at their websites: hitps:hwsw.edf-re.uk’ and hitp:Ypaderosolar com/
Longfield Solar Farm

Longfield Solar Famm is a proposed new solar enengy famm, codocated with battery storage. The
proposals include grid infrastnucture to connect LongSield Solar Farm to the Mational Gnd and
any necessary and appropriste envinonmental mitigation.

Ve will also seek development consent for the infrasiuciure needed to buld and maintain
Longfield Solar Farm, such as construction compounds and site offices. We will apply in the
DCO application for ancllary powers such as madiraffic management powers required in
construction and, potentially, compulsony acquisition posers for land andior rights.

We hawe secured a gnd connection agreement for the scheme, which would allow us to export or
impert up to S00MW of eledtnicity to and from the Mational Grid.

Further details of the proposed LongSield Solar Farm will be incfuded in materials published as
part of the consultation. Details of the materials that we wil publish are set out in the "Consulting

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Raimton Bridge Business Park - Houghbon e 2pring -DH4 SRA
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Developing our approach to consultation

Ve have undertaken earfy engagement with stakeholders to develop our approach to community
consultation.

This has included meeting with officers and members at the local authorities that the proposed
Longfield Solar Famm is located within, refevant statutory advisers, potentially affected Land
interests, parish councils, and relevant members of Padiament. We also conducted a period of
nion-statutory consultation between 2 November 2020 and 14 December 20200

Due to the COVID 12 pandemic, the consultafion took place remotely. We used a range of
techniques to ensure that the community could find out more and respond; these included
issuing a bookdet and consultation questionnaire to bocal addresses by post, a wirlual exhibition,
webinars and oneto-one phone mestings. We considered feedback from the host local
autherities in deweloping cur approach to non-statutory consultation. Through the non-statutony
consultation, we invited feedback on our eardy proposals for Longfield Solar Famm, our approach
o environmental impact assessment, and our approach bo consultation.

We are required by section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008 to consult with host authorities as
defined by section 43{1) of the Planning Act 2008 on the development of this SoCC. We
consulted these authorities between 10 March and 9 Aprl 2021. Tabée 1 befow summarnses
feadback from this consultation and our responses to it

[Table 1: feedback from SoCC consultation | ,_,Wr swited [D11): Tabie tn be updated fiivaing

[  with host regard o their
|
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We are inviting the community living in the vicinity of the proposed LongSield Solar Famm to take
part in the statutory consultation and provide feedback on our developed proposals. This is to
ensure that those people potentially affected by our proposals hawe the opporfunity to
understand thesm, provide their views and further influence the scheme's design.

Consulting during the COVID 19 pandemic

We are consulting at a time when the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic means there are restictions
on holding public meetings and events. While the Government has now announced a roadmap
for ending the curment resirictions, the dates in this are not fixed. The timing of the end of
restrictions will depend on fouwr tests set by the Government in its COWID-15 Response: Spring
2021.

We are aware of how important it is to make sure that anyone in the community who wants to
find out more or share their views on the proposals can do so. as well as to prowide certainty
about how we will consult. We have developed a consultation programme designed to allow
peopie from across the commumity to respond which i also compatible wih different levels of
social distancing requirements. As such, this document sets out a variety of different ways for
local people to find out more informiation and provide feedback.

In preparing our approach to consultation, we have considered Govemnment guidance on CCVID
19: wwww ooy uk’comongvings. We have also considered advice from the local authorifies where
the proposed Longfield Solar Farm is located, the results of non-statutony consultation, and best
praciice guidance such as the National Infrastructure Planning Association's paper Development
Consent Orders and the Coronavinus Pandemic (21 Aprl 2020).

It is possible that the Gowemment's adwice regarding the COVID 18 pandemic may change
during the consultafion on owr proposals o between the publication of this document and the
beginning of the consultation. We have therefore set out below how we will respond to any
changes in Govermment guidance on COVID 19 which take place during the consultation peniod.

What will be consulted on?
Duwing the statubory consultation, we will be asking for views on:
= The proposed Longfield Solar Farm
= The short term and long term impacts of the proposed Longfiedd Solar Farm ncuding:
o Construction impacts
o Environmental impacts
o Operational impacts
o Impacts from decommissioning
= The PEIR

Adexander House - 1 Mandarin Roed - Ralnion Bridge Business Park - Houghbon e Spring -DH4 SRA
Registered Company Mo. 11618210 - longleidzoarfarm co.uk
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Who will we consult?

We wil consult widely in accordance with this SoCC and encourage participation in the
consultation from any person or group whi is interested in the proposed Longfield Solar Fam.
We hawve defined a senes of ‘zones of consultafion’ for the purpose of consulting with the local
community under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008.

These recognise the fact that levels of potential impact and interest are likely to vary with
geography and inform the techrigues we will use to consult These zones are set outin Table 2.

Table 2 zones of consultation

Zone Parameters

Zone 1 Any person or group likely to have a direct interest in the
proposed Longfield Solar Farm by wirtue of their ving or
working in proedmity o the: site.

This zone is defined by the boundanies of Boreham and
the Leighs ward of Chelmsford City Councd and Hatfield
Pesere] and Terding Ward of Braintree District as shown n
Figure 3 below.
Zone 2 People living and working in the host local authority areas
of Brainmee District Council. Chelmsford City Councll and
Essex County Counci outside of consultation zone 1.
Zone 3 Neighbouring districts within the administrative areas of-
= Colchester City Counci
) District Coungil
+» Rochford Borough Coundl
+ Basildon Borough Councd
» Brentwood Borough Councd
+ Uttesford District Council
= South Cambridgeshire District Councd
+ West Suffiolk Council
+ Babengh District Councl
Mesghbouring counties and unitary authorities within the
administrative areas of:

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Ralnton Bridge Busimess Park - Houghbon e 2pring -DH4 SRA
Regisiered Company Mo. 11615210 - longieidsoarfan.co.uk
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We will also consult and continue our engagement with a range of statutory consultees as set out
by Section 42 and Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008 and regulation 13 of the EIA Regulations,
and additional organisations that we recognise to hawve an interest in the proposed Longfeld
Solar Fam. These groups include:

+ Economic interest groups and organisations such as local enterprise parinerships (LEPS),
chambers of commerce and representatives of the horse racing ndustry.
+ Heritage consultees including Historic England and the National Trust

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainton Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 SRA
Registered Company No. 11618210 - iongfeidsorfarm.co.uk
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= Emvironmental consultess including Matural England and the Environment Agency

= Infrastructure prowiders such as Highways England and Mational Grid

= Consenvation groups such as the RSPE and Essex Wildlife Trest

How will we be consulting?

We will use a range of technigues to consult the cormmunity. These are designed to allow people
with different needs across the commumity to take part in the consultation in a way that is
comwenient to them while complying with Gowernment guidance on COVID 18, These are set out
in Table 3 below.

Table 3: consultation techniques and publicity

Zone How we will publicise consultation within How we will consult within this
this zone Zzone

= WFENg ho &l addresses within consultation zome 1 * Sending & copy of 3 ConsuRaton
# Wriing o siscted representathves. at & pardsh, disfrict, bockiet providing & non-technical
county and Pariamentary level, as well as and overdiew of the proposed Longfieid

communiy groups, within B zone wih detals of the Solar Farm, the EIA process, e
consuttation and

» Snaring a — - how o tske part In the consuBaton,
P — - Tt and proposed next st=ps do all
Eer own existng communication channeis such as agoresses In contultation zone 1.
socisl meda fesd:s with local autherkies, parish ® Inviting enguiries and responses
cownclis and community groups. within the zone: oniiRe  through the consulaSon
- Fubligsing  the comsuitaton  In the  folowing weizite, by fresphone, frespost or
FEWSDAPETS CINCUIAIRG In e Consaiaton zone the email. Thiz wil provide o varely of
Cheimsford Weskly Mews, Essex Chronicke and e
Brantree and Witham Times B

* Publicsing the consuftation o regional and local  ° HOSHng 3 viral peblc extbition on
broadcasiens inciuding EEC Radie Essey, BEC Look the conzultation websie

East = Hicsbing webinars which will Inchads a

‘e
and an opporunky fo ask guesbons.
Daf=s for the webinars ars nicluded
later in Ehis document and will also b=
mad= avalable In consuBaSon
Pukildty.
* Inviting elecied represenia@ives o
‘ake part in briefings through & digksl

= Agvertising the conzutaton cniine
* Fublishing dells of the consullabon onine at
weJongisidenariam co gk

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Foad - Rainfon Endge Busimess Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 ERA
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‘WirEing o all district and county councliors at
Eraintres Disirki Cowncll, Chelmsford CEy Councl
and Essex County Councll

Wiring to al parish councls wiRin the consuitaton
o

Bharing a consultabion irformation pack designed o
supEart rough
helr own ewsing communication channels such as
socisl meda fesds with local auhorfles, parish
counclis and commuenity growps within the zone .
Fublicising  the oomsuiabon In the  folowing

In B o the
Cheimsford Weskly MNews, Essex Chroniclke and
Eraintres and ‘Withams Times.

Fublicising the consuliation o reglonal and local
broadcasiers inciuding EBC Radio Essex, BBC Look
East

Agrwertising the consuiaSon online.

Fublishing detalls of the consultabon onine at
PRSP G E Lo LAY

Wriing & Se Leader and Chisl Exsculive of local
suthorities wishin the zone.

Fubilcising the consultation In Se Exst Angllan Dally
Times

Autvertising the consulafion online.

Fubiishing deiallz of the consuiiabon onine at
W Jongae il SO, 0. UK,

Longf

Inviting residents of consuitation Zome
1 1o book an indvidual appointment

o discuss  the proposals by

Contacing communky and voluntary
organisafions wihin  consuBafSon
‘zone 1 o ofer direct engagement.

PublicaSan of consuksSon
Inforrmation opline at the consukston
‘webesite.

Hosting webinars which will inched: a
P i regarding the

and an opportuniy o ask questions.
Dates Tor the webinars ane Inciuded
later Ini this document and will also be
mads  avalable in consuBsSon
Pubiicity.

Hosting a virual exhibiton on the
consuladon website.

Invitng elected representafives o
ke part In briefings through & digtal
mesdng.

Publicafion of consukston
Information online at the consuksSon
wekisite.

Invitng emguiries and responses
onime  through  the consukaSon
webeite, by fresphone, frespost or
email.

Pubdicatian of consukaton

Alexander House - 1 Mandanin Rosd - Raingon Erdge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 SRA
Registered Company Mo. 11615210 - longleldsaarfamrm co.uk
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and an opporiunky fo ask guestons.
Dafzs for the webinars are mcuded
later In Ehis document and will also be
made avalable In  consukadon
pubdicity.
* Invlting enquiKies and responses
onlime through the consulaSon

website, by fresphone, frespost or
email.

Changes to consultation arrangements

These consultation technigques have been developed to comply with the curment COVID 19 alert
lewel set by the Govemment. At the time of publication, this is Level 5 — the highest level of alert.
We recognise that, should social distancing restrictions be lified in line with the eariest tmetable
that was set out by the Government on 22 Febnary 2021, it is likely that the alert level will
change during the consultation period Howewer, it is also important o provide certainty to
consuliees about how they will be consulied

If the alert level is changed to Level 1 or 2. which would mean the Govemment considers the
number of COVID 19 cases o be lower, we will consider holding in-person engagement at
physical locations on 3 woluntary basis, ower and above the requirements of this SoCC. The
nature and type of this activity would depend on the degree to which restrictions had been lifted.
We would also consider placing information on public deposit at physical locations subject to the
availabdity of deposit locations in consultation zone 1. The Govemment has confimed that
placing materials online replaces the previcus requirement to place information on public deposit
in the Infrastructure Planning (Publication and Mofification of Applications efc.) (Cononavirus)
(Amendment) Regulations 2020 (the 2020 Regulations), which amended the statutory
requirement in this respect in Regulation 4 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2008,

In the event that we hold engagement in person at physical locations andior information is placed
on public deposit, we will publicise the engagement andior the deposit locafions using the
methods cutlined below.  In writing to consultees, we will provide two wesks' notice of any
eyvents.

The hobding of public events and placing of information at public deposit locations would require
tme to organise and therefore we would continue to assess whether it will be possible o
undestake these activities up until DATE TBC, after which date there would be insufficient time to
organise and publicise events or deposit locations within the consultation peniod. If the alert level
remained at 3 or higher on this date, we would not consider it possibée o deliver this additional
woluntany activity within the consultation pesicd.

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Roesd - Rainion Erdge Business Park - Houghbon le Spring -DH4 ERA
Registered Company Mo. 11615210 - longieliscartanTLco.uk
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We wil publicise changes in consultation amangements o accommodste additional woluntary
activity made possible by a change in the COVID 19 threat leved by
= Writing to all addresses, elected representatives, parish councils and community groups.
within consultation zone 1
= lssuing a poster to elected representatives, parish coundils and community groups for local
display
= Wiiting to all district and county councllors at Braintree Disirict Council, Chelmsford City
Council and Essex County Council (zone 2)
= Wiiting to all parish cowncls within consultation zone 2
= Publicising the change of amangements in the Chelmsford Weekly Mews, Braintree and
Witham Times, Essex Chronicle and East Anglian Daily Times
= Pubficising the change of amangements online

Depending on fhe outcome of the consultation, we may conduct further, targeted, consultation on
a voluntary basis.

Consultation information

We will produce a range of materials providing information as part of the consultaion including:

= A consultation bocklet prowiding a non-technical ovendiew of the proposed Longfiedd Solar
Farm, the ElA process, the consultation and planning process, and proposad nesdt steps

= A virtual exhibition setfing cut information about the proposals and how to take part in the
consultation

= Presentations fo be given as part of webinars

= The PEIR, accompanied by a non-technical summary

= A consultation guestionnaire designed to collect responses to the consultation

= The SaCC

The PEIR will also incorporate the results of the environmental suneeys that we have completed
o date and set out our preliminary conclusions on the: likely significant effects of the proposed
Longfield Solar Fam on the enwironment It will also give information about some of the
measures that may be proposad to reduce or avoid those effects, so as to assist respondents in
mialing wel-informed responses to the consultation.

Copies of consultafion information will b2 made avalable for review free of charge online at
v Jgngfieigeolaram co.ukidown|ogds) and, should it become possible as outiined above, at
pubdic deposit points.

Hard copies of the consultation bookdet, questionnaire and 50CC will also be made avalable free
of charge on request. Copies of the PEIR will also be made available on USBs free of change on

Alexander House - 1 Mandann Road - Rainton Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Zpring -DH4 ERA
Registered Company No. 11618210 - longfeldzoarfarm co.uk
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request. A charge of £0.25 per page will be applicable for hard copies of the PEIR and its non-
technical summary.

Collection of responses

To capture parficipants’ feedback, we will produce a consultation gquestionnaire inviting
comments on the diferent elements of the proposed Longhield Solar Farm. The questionnaire will
be made avalable by direct mail to pecple ving in consultation zone 1, enline through the
proposed Longfield Solar Farm website, wanw longfieldsolarfarm co.uk, and on request.
Consultees will be able to respond by completing the guestionnaire onfine or returming the
completed questionnaire using the contact delils set out in this document durng the
Alternatively, consuliees can weite to us via emall o post at the addresses on page 14. Pre-
addressad Freepost envelopes will be made avalable on request using the contact details st
out on page 16.

Seldom heard audiences

It s important to ensure that consultation is indusive and enables participation from a wide range

of audiences, including those who are seldom heard in public consultation such as people

without intemet access, seasonal workers and socially isolated people. We will do this by

= Holding webinars at a vanety of times, incuding evenings and weekends, o enable
participation by people with different ime commitments. and making recordings of webinars
available afterwands.

» Making provision for people who do not have access to the intemet through the consultation
programme. This will inchude sending a copy of the consultation booklet and consultation
questionnaire o every address in consultafion zone 1, proactively offering meetings by
telephone to people living in consultation zone 1 and making hard copies of consultation

=« Choosing accessible venues fior public information points or in-person engagement if these
are o be uilised.

= Conducting an accessibility check of consultation matenals prior to publication.

= Contacting community and voluntary organisations including parish councls and schools.
within consultafion zone 1 to offer direct engagement and sharing a consultation information
pack designed to support them in promoting consultation through ther own exisfing
communication channels such as social media feeds.

= Providing a varety of communications channels incuding a Fresphone number, email
address and Freepost address for those seeking information.

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Ranion Erdge Busziness Park - Houghton le 2pring -OH4 SRA
Registered Company Mo. 11615210 - longieldso@rfanr ce.uk
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Consultation arrangements

How to take part in the consultation

The statutory public consultation for LongSeld Solar Famm wil take place between START DATE
TBC and EMD DATE TBC.

Caonsultees can find out more by:

Caontacting us on 08081687925 or infoi@longfieldsolarfarm co.uk

Viewing a senes of webinars we will give about the proposals online. These will offer the
opportunity to ask questions about the proposals. These will include the following webinars:
DATES TO BE INSERTED OMCE CONFIRMED

We will publish details of any additional webinars at wywlongieldsolarfamm couk, as well as
infiorming local elected representatives and parish councls in consuliation zone 1

Viewing a wirtual public exhibition on our website, waw longfieldsolarfarm. co.uk, which will be
available to view at any tme from the start of consultabion on START DATE TBC to the dose
of the consultation at Spm on END DATE TBC.

Booking an appointment to speak with members of the project team about our proposals
individually. You can book an appeintment using the contact details provided below. When
booking appointments, we will ask for specific areas of interest to match the caller with a
specalist member of the project team fior their appointment.

Reading a booklet summarising our proposals. We will send a copy of the booklet to all
addresses in consuliaion zone 1. The booklet wil also be avalable from our website,
weavarlongfieldsolarfarm couuk, and on request.

Rewiewing the PEIR and ofher consultaion documents by going to our website,
wearer longfieddsolarfarmucouk. Hard copies of consultation documents will aiso be available
on request. A charge of £0.35 per page will be applicable for hard copies of the PEIR and is
non-technical summarny.

Responding to the consultation

We welcome feedback on our proposals for LongSeld Solar Fammn. Anyone can share their views.
by:

Ciompleting a consultaion questionnaire online at wewlonofeldeolafam couk

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Rainion Bridge Business Park - Houghton le Spring -DH4 SRA
Registered Company No. 11612210 - longieidsoarfarm co.uk
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Salar Farm
= Retuming a questionnaire to Longfiedd Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference
RTRE-LULL-AGEY, clo Mewgate Communications, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall
Street. London, ECZV 5DE or info@longfieldsolarfarm . co.uk
= Submitting their comments by email to joigdlongfieldsciarfzmm co uk or in writing to the
above Freepost address.

Responses must be received by the consultation deadine of Spm on END DATE TBC.
How we will consider the responses

Following the statutory consultation, we will consider all the views that we receive and continue
to develop our design for the proposed Longfield Solar Farm ahead of submiting our DCO
application to the Secretary of State. Our DCO application will include a Consultation Report
setting out how we have had regard to all responses received.

Any comments received will be analysed by Longfield Solar Enengy Famm Lid and any of s
appointed agents. Copies may be made available in due cowrse fo the Secretary of State, the
Plamming Inspectorate and ofher relevant ststiory authonties so that feedback can be
considered as part of the DCO process. We will request that any personal details are not placed
on public record and will be hedd securely by LongSield Solar Energy Farm Lid and its agents in
accordance with the dats protection law and will be used solely in connection with the
consultation process and subsequent DCO application and, except as noted abowve, will not ke
passad to third parties.

The Planning Inspeciorate has also published details of how it manages comments recefved ina
Privacy Mofice available on its website:

Further information

For further information, please contact us by:

+ Visitng the proposed Longfield Solar Farm website: gy Jonafieldsolarfam co.uk

+ Calling 08081687925 (8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday to Friday)

+ Emailing infoiiongfieidsgiarfam.couk

= Witing fo the project team at: LongSield Solar Farm consultafion, FREEPOST reflerence
RTRE-LULL-AGEY, cio Mewgate Communications, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall
Street. London, EC2V 50E

Alexander House - 1 Mandarin Road - Ralnion Bridge Business Park - Houghbon le 3pring -DH4 5RA
Regisiered Company Mo. 11615210 - longfieidsoarfan co.uk
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Appendix C-2: Letter consulting local
planning authorities on the draft SoCC

RE: PPA Longfield Solar Farm

A Reoly | € Reply E

To O Rachael Donovan - Principal Planning Officer
timothy havers; © Claire.Stuckey; = Gemma NICHOLSON; © Douglas Johnson; © Paul Kelly; ' Gregory, Bill (Basingstoke

LSF - Draft SoCC - 010321.pdf v
499 KB

Rachael,
Many thanks for your email and look forward to further conversations around the schedule as required during the week.

Apologies for the surprise, | think that meeting must have been setup before we had the names in tables and has therefore crossed paths with my clear instructions on who to copy into what and when.
1 will come back to you on the specific points raised, however the team know that going forwards any conversations must now follow the protocols in the PPA and to that end use the stakeholder map and copy in the core team accordingly.

The SOCC was just going through final comment and review and | am now ahle to send it! Please therefore find attached the Draft SOCC proposed.
Itis worth noting and reminding that we are proposing a 6 week consultation commencing on the 7% May and that we are also proposing additional veluntary in-person consultations outside of the SOCC, should the regulations allow us to do so.

Details of which we are keen to discuss with you if they are of interest.

Regards,
' - James Pateman
Pershing -
Jltant Director
Pershing Consultants
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Appendix C-3: LPA responses to SoCC
consultation

C-3.1 Chelmsford City Council

Chelmsford City Council Response to Longfield Solar Farm — Statement of Community
Consultation (50CC)

March 2021

Thank you for consulting Chelmsford City Council {CCC) on the draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SOCC).

COwerall, CCC considers that the SoCC provides a suitable framework for guiding the statutory
consultation and the proposed methods are supported. The SOCC demonstrates a clear
commitment to ensure all the relevant people and interested parties are involved in ways
which are accessible to them. The process for adding any additional changes to consultation
arrangements following easing of restrictions is also clearly explained.

Suggested amendments and additions to the draft 5o0CC are set out in the table below in
document order. These comments follow a review of the Council’s adopted Statement of
Community Involvement (5C1) and come from our experience in undertaking community
engagement on the Chelmsford Local Plan. The City Council is also producing a Solar Farm
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which provides practical advice including
information about community consultationfengagement. The SPD will be consulted upon in
due course and once adopted, will be a material consideration in the determination of solar
farm development proposals in the Council's area.

CCC would like the Longfield Solar Project Team to continue actively engaging with CCC on
the project to avoid adverse impacts upon our communities and environment that will be
directly affected by this development. CCC will also seek to work constructively, actively and
on an ongoing basis with the project team.

Section Comments

General/The Add all section and paragraph numbers to the document.

planning process

The proposed Page 6 —the quality of the image (figure 2) showing the site boundary
Longfield Solar could be improved. It may also help to show the location of key

Farm settlements e g. Boreham, Gt Leighs, Chelmsford and to add the total

site area. A larger site location plan for the wider context would also
be beneficial. It would also be useful to highlight that the site falls
within the two districts of Chelmsford and Braintree.

Developing our Mo comments.

approach to

consultation

Consulting the Page 8 - CCC suggests that short term and long term impacts incdudes
community other impacts such as social-economic and cumulative; the

community should be able to comment on any proposed mitigation
during the formal consultation and on ways to maximise the benefits
of the proposed development.
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Figure 3 — CCC suggests that a clearer plan is included also showing
site boundary and LPA boundaries.

Page 11 onwards - In addition to the methods proposed, consider
providing FAQs and local area consultation documents (briefing notes
or community newsletters) as part of the consultation information
pack to describe the likely effects of the project on particular
communities. Project newsletters should also be considered to keep
stakeholders and residents informed of latest news particularly in
between the formal consultation stage(s). This information can be
helpful for use by other stakeholders e.g. Parish/Town Councils on
their webpages. Consider circulating posters to ParishfTown Councils
for their notice boards and to other community buildings e.g. sports
centres, churches, healthcare centres/GP Surgeries, particularly in
consultation zone 1.

The process for hard copies of document is noted but should also
offer to make copies available in alternative format if requested eg.
audio as well as different languages.

It would be useful if the SoCC stated that consultation materials will
make clear which aspects of the development proposals maybe fixed
with limited opportunity to influence and where there is more scope
to help to manage consultation expectations.

Explain what may trigger ‘further, targeted, consultation on a
voluntary basis’ e.g. a material change in proposal or substantial new
issues.

CCC welcomes the commitment for the project team to present to
senior leadership teams and elected representatives from
Chelmsford, Braintree and Essex County Council’s early on in the
launch of statutory consultation to discuss the scope of the
consultation activities and materials published.

Consider setting up a community liaison group (if enough interest) to
provide a direct link between local communities and the project
team. The group could comprise local residents, local councillors and
representatives from local community groups.

If restrictions allow, libraries, the Council’s customer service centre
and parish council offices would be useful deposit locations. Also, if
restrictions allow at the time of consultation, consider the possibility
of static displays in locations such as High Chelmer Shopping Centre
or local community centres.

Longfie}y

Solar Farm
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Consultation
arrangements

CCC welcome the dedicated freephone project helpline but clarify if
oral consultation responses e g. made by telephone or at public
exhibitions (if undertaken), or comments made via social media will
be accepted as representations. Clarify whether representations will
be acknowledged.

Add details of how you would deal with any petitions if received.

It would be helpful if the Consultation Report includes a summary of
the main issues and/or key topics raised.

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.4
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118

Longfie}g

Solar Farm

Page 22



Longfield Solar Farm .
Consultation Report Longfle

Appendices C-1to C-4 Solar Farm

C-3.2 Braintree District Council

Braintree

District Council
Cur ref: 20/00006/0DC Sustainable Development
Your ref.  Longfield Solar Farm Causeway House Braintres
Ask for: Mr Tim Havers Essex CM7 SHB
Dial: (I Tel: 01376 552525
Ext 2526 planning@braintree.gov. uk
Date: o= April 2021 www.braintree.gov.uk
Mr James Pateman
Pershing Consuliants
By Email Only
Dear Mr Pateman,
YOUR REF: Longfield Sclar Farm (NSIP)
DESCRIPTION: Draft Statement of Community Consultation - BDC Consultation
PROPOSAL: Application by Longfield Solar Energy Fam Lid for an Order

granting Development Consent for the Longfield Solar Farm

[ write in response to the 28 day consultation received by Braintree District Council on &
March 2021 in relation to the Draft Statement of Community Consultation (SQCC) for the
ahove MSIP proposal.

This letter constitutes Braintree District Council's response to this consultation.

Overall, the proposed consultation strategy is comprehensive and well considered. The
Council consider that it sets out an acceptable approach and accounts both for the current
COVID-19 lock down resfrictions and also the scenario where these are lified. The zoned
approach to consuliation is considered to be acceptable and it is noted that a wide range of
communication methods are covered.

The following specific comments and request are however made:

+* Figure 2 —the text contained within the key is ilegible when viewed electronically (this
may also be the case with hard copies)

+ As ageneral point electranic mapping should be capable of being enlarged and
showing a clear image when it is enlarged
Mapping should also be clearly legible and drawn in contrasting colours
The zoned approach to consultation is logical. & is noted that Zone 1 (Figure 3) extends
a long way north in comparison o its southerly projection beyond the scheme
boundary. A shori reference to this/fexplanation of why this occurs would be useful

* Page 10 — suggestthat the Ramblers Association and CPRE Essex are added to the
list of ‘additional organisations’

+ The document could be clearer in terms of advising how the sirategy will cater for
people with specific needs such as where English is not their first language or people
who are hard of hearing or with visual impairments

* Page 14 —the list of ‘Consultation Information’ should make it clear that plansfdrawings
including site layout plans will be made available as part of the range of materials as it
is this information which will be of specific interest to many in the locality
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« [t is suggested that hard copies of documents are sentto Parish Councils in Zone 1 so
ihat hard copies are available locally and also to the District Council {viewing would be
dependent upon COVID restrictions at the fime)

» Consultation hooklets should specify where more detail can he found (i.e. submission
documents and PEIR); where hard copies can be found and where assistance is
available for those with visual or other impairments

» The proposed start date for the statutory consultation is the day after Local Government
elections. This needs to be pushed back to allow time for post-election matters to be
completed

Conclusion

Braintree District Council consider that subject to the above points the proposed Statement
of Community Consultation is acceptable.

This consultation response is made with regard to the Draft Statement of Community
Consultation only and does not prejudice the Braintree District Council's consideration of
the other planning matters relating to the proposed development of this site.

Yours Farthfully,

Mr Tim Havers MRTPI
Lead Principal Planner
Housing Delivery and Growth Team

Far

Mr Christopher Pagai
Planning Development Manager
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C-3.3 Essex County Council

Essex County Council

County Planning X
County Hall A
Chelmsford A
Essex CM1 1QH Essex County Council

Mr James Pateman
Pershing Consultants
By Email Only

Date: 9t April 2021
Dear James,

Re. Longfield Solar Farm — Statement of Community Consultation

Thank you for consulting Essex County Council on the draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SOCC) for Longfield Solar Farm.

The Growth and Development Team at the County Council is responsible for
coordinating single corporate responses for major development schemes and
Mationally Significant Infrastructure Schemes to ensure that the Council’s interests
and responsibilities to deliver quality and sufficient infrastructure in the right places
and at the right time are effectively communicated, and to support good place-making
and place-keeping for existing and future communities. In reviewing the draft SOCC
input has been sought from the Strategy, Insight and Engagement Team, specifically
on how best to reach difficult to reach groups and on wider best practice consultation
approaches.

The approach outlined in the draft SOCC to ensure effective engagement with those
impacted by the proposed scheme, key stakeholders and interested parties, is
supported. The flexibility to use more traditional forms of engagement, if lifting of
Covid 19 resfrictions allow, is also supported.

Detailed feedback on the draft SOCC is provided below. Of particular note is the
omission of a reference to consultation documents being available in alternative
formats for residents with impairments, for example Braille and translated into other
languages. The draft SOCC will need to address this omission as inevitably there
will be residents with impairments within the consultation geographical areas. Also,
attention needs to be given to the Hard to Reach (HTR) groups strategy. The draft
S0CC should include a HTR list, without which is it is difficult to assess the
appropriateness and effectiveness of the HTR strategy.
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Consultation Timetable

The draft SOCC identifies engagement with fwriting to elected members, with the
timetable for the start of statutory consultation on 7 May, the day after the local
government elections. Whilst the results of the elections should be immediately
known, there are constitutional matters that will need to be followed to bring in a new
administration and agree the Leadership Team at the County Council. Further you
may already be aware Councillor David Finch, Leader of Essex County Council
announced in February that he would not be seeking re-election; again, there will be
constitutional processes to follow to appoint his successor.

Given the above, it is strongly recommended that the start of statutory consultation
should be pushed back by at least two weeks.

Section — What is this document?

It would be helpful if this section was clearer in the message that feedback from this
round of consultation will inform the developing propeosals. Also, this section should
list ‘next steps’, which the draft SOCC does cover later in the document.

To help set the context for this NSIP, the draft SOCC should explicitly recognise
current and potential NSIPs and large-scale projects within Essex and beyond and
how they interlink with this proposal.

Section — The planning process

For clarity it is suggested the wording in the first sentence of the second paragraph is
changed to, ‘Unlike planning applications, which are determined by local planning
authorities......."

Section — The Planning Act 2008 and consultation

The last sentence of the first paragraph reads ‘It also provides a fixed role for local
authorities and means we will be following a well-established and clear process to
develop our proposals” It is suggested this sentence is reworded to make it clearer
to the reader that the local authorities are host authonties/consultees for a DCO.
Also, it would be helpful here, or somewhere early in the draft SOCC to say who the
host authorities are.

Maps - Figure 2: Scheme boundary & Figure 3: Consultation Zone 1

Both maps are hard to read, understand and need to be clearer. Figure 3 is
particularly difficult to read due to the details shown, resulting in difficulties in properly
understanding the extent of the consultation zone.
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To aid readability it would be helpful for both maps to show district boundaries and
include settlements/ landmarks as reference points.

It is therefore strongly recommended that both maps are improved so legibility
increases, with careful consideration given to those with visual impairments.

Section — Developing our approach to consultation

There has already been one round of non-statutory consultation in late 2020,
however, what is not clear from the draft SOCC is how this next stage of consultation
has been informed by this previous round of consultation. What lessons have been
leamnt from using remote consultation techniques, what worked well, what was less
successful, etc. Given the approach put forward in the draft SOCC has been dictated
by the restrictions in place during the Covid 19 pandemic, it is important to be
transparent about why the ‘remote’ approaches to consultation as detailed in the draft
SOCC, are being used as the most effective approach to take.

Linked to this is making available published information from this previous round of
consultation accessible to all respondents so they can see the “Journey” of the
consultation so far and give respondents the best chance of giving an informed
decision on the proposals planned/ how they have changed over time, informed by
previous rounds of consultation.

It would be helpful to be explicit which local authorities were approached for a
member meeting, where a meeting has already taken place.

Section — Who we will consult

The warding in the first paragraph and in the table could be clearer. While some
respondents may engage because they are ‘interested’, the draft SOCC is actually
setting out how best to consult those most “directly impacted’ by this proposed
scheme, rather than having a direct interest.

Section — How we will be consulting?

The proposed approach to engage stakeholders within Consultation Zones 1-3
appears to be a pragmatic way forward; particularly given the current socially
distancing restrictions. Inviting elected representatives to digital briefings is also
supported.

Consideration should be given to alternative methods required to engage with
different cohorts of people. Using Easy read for example, uses images fo let people
with leamming difficulties or disabilities know what the consultation is about. Also,
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other NSIPs are proposing faciliies specifically for people who are visually or hearing
impaired to help them navigate an online consultation as you propose here.

It is also important to be aware and to address (within both the SOCC and the
Consultation booklet) the issue that people with a visual impairment will struggle to
read information in table formats. This is due to alignment issues around information
being difficult to read vertical and horizontally. It is therefore advisable to avoid
tables going across a number of pages; also, if the information is needed in a table to
try to avoid gridlines where possible.

As mentioned praviously, the draft SOCC is missing a statement around the
availability of alternative formats for residents with an impairment.

It is suggested that the consultation booklet for zone 1 uses infographics, which will
help to explain the project in @ meore user friendly, less technical way. Similarly, the
use of an interactive map on the website, referencing points of interests, tags to more
information would help convey technical information in a more user-friendly way.

You may also wish to consider social media channels to advertise your proposals.

Section — Seldom heard audiences

The draft SOCC is missing a list of Hard to Reach (HTR) groups, without which it is
difficult to assess the appropriateness and effectiveness of the HTR sirategy. These
groups should cover:

Ethnic minority groups and people for whom English is a second language
The elderly

People with visual impairments

People with limited mobility/disability

Youth (under 15)

15-19 and 20-39 age groups

Carers and families with young children

Economically inactive

Geographically isolated communities and individuals

The Collaborate Essex Beoard (residents with impairments who represent the
impaired community) could help identify communities who would be impacted by the
consultation and could be used to raise awareness in those areas.

Youth clubs in the affected Essex districts and the YEA (Young Essex Assembly) are
also good points of contact to talk about how to involve young people during the
consultation phase. Contacts can be provided for both.
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The Strategy, Insight and Engagement Team at Essex County Council can assist
with the promotion of the consultation by using ECC's consultation portal, which
ensures interested respondents are signposted to the right consultation from all
known areas of engagement.

To conclude, the start date for this statutory consultation should take into
consideration earlier comments made relating to starting the consultation the day
after the local government elections. Also, it is important that all relevant consultees
are given sufficient notice of the start of statutory consultation. This would enable
consultees and other interested groups to prepare more effectively for engagemeant
with the proposals. The timetable and schedule should also include how and when
the project team will respond to consultation feedback to enable the process to be
open, transparent, and understandable to consultees.

| hope the above is of assistance, however please do not hesitate to contact Rachael

Donovan, email: | ssex gov.uk if you have any questions or

queries on the above.

Yours sincerel

Matthew Thomas
Growth & Development Manager

Enquiries to Rachael Donovan
Telephone
Email: essex.gov.uk
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Appendix C-4: Regard had to local
authority comments regarding draft
SoCC

C-4.1 The Applicant has had regard to responses from host authorities consulted on
the draft SOCC as required by s47(5) of the PA 2008. Table C-4.1 summarises
suggestions made by local authorities on the draft SoCC and the regard had to them
by the Applicant.

Table C-4.1 - Regard had to host authority responses to the draft SoCC

Page of Local Comment made  Regard hadto Amendment to

draft Authority by local authority suggestion SoCC (if
SoCC applicable)

1 Braintree The document This was noted The Applicant
District Council |could be clearer in |and actioned. added a

terms of advising statement that
how the strategy materials in

will cater for people alternative

with specific needs, formats, such as
such as where an alternative
English is not their language, will be
first language, or provided on
people who are request. The
hard of hearing or Applicant

with visual provided
impairments. information about
the Scheme in a
variety of
formats,
including video
presentations
through
webinars, written
materials,
images of the
Scheme
including a virtual
3D model, and
telephone and in-
person
appointments for
anyone with
guestions. The
Applicant also
carried out
checks to ensure
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}g

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

that online
materials were
accessible, such
as checking for
compatibility with
screen readers.

Essex County
Council

It is important that
all relevant
consultees are
given sufficient
notice of the start of
statutory
consultation. This
would enable
consultees and
other interested
groups to prepare
more effectively for
engagement with
the proposals.

The Applicant,
prior to the
publication of the
SoCC, had
already issued a
newsletter setting
out that the
statutory
consultation would
be taking place in
the near future.
The Applicant
thereafter
contacted
statutory and
other relevant
consultees prior to
the start of the
consultation
period. Sufficient
notice within the
consultation
period was
provided for
webinars and
other consultation
events.

No change
made.

Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.4
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

interest) to provide
a direct link
between local
communities and
the project team.
The group could
comprise local
residents, local
councillors and
representatives
from local
community groups.

community liaison
group during the
construction
period. The
Applicant believes
this is the
appropriate time
to establish a
community liaison
group, as they are
most effective for
discussing
ongoing
construction and
operational
issues. The
Applicant has
therefore not
included the
community liaison
group in the
SoCC.

1 Essex County |The use of an The Applicant No change
Council interactive map on |produced a 3D made.
the website, model and
referencing points | flythrough as part
of interests and of the
tags to more consultation. This
information, would | helped provide
help convey technical
technical information in a
information in a user-friendly way
more user-friendly |as referenced in
way. the comment.
1 Chelmsford City| Consider setting up | The Applicant No change
Council a community liaison|intends to made.
group (if enough establish a
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to

suggestion

Longfie}g

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

District Council

electronic mapping
should be capable
of being enlarged
and showing a clear
image when it is
enlarged.

1 Chelmsford City| Add all section and | This was noted Sectioned and
Council paragraph numbers and actioned. paragraph
to the document. numbers were
incorporated into
the published
SoCC.
1 Braintree As a general point, | This was noted This is already

and actioned.

the case with
Figure 3. Figure
2 was updated
accordingly.

1 Braintree
District Council

Mapping should be
clearly legible and
drawn in
contrasting colours.

This was noted
and actioned.

This is already
the case with
Figure 3. Figure
2 was updated
accordingly.

1 Essex County
Council

It is suggested that
the consultation
booklet for zone 1
uses infographics,
which will help to
explain the project
in a more user
friendly, less
technical way.

This was noted
and actioned.

The consultation
booklet included
infographics.
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfigy

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

2 Essex County |It would be helpful if This was noted This was
Council section 1 was and actioned. included in
clearer in the section 1.2.2.
message that Next steps were
feedback from this set out in
round of sections 1.5.2
consultation will and 1.5.3.
inform the
developing
proposals. Also,
this section should
list ‘next steps’,
which the draft
SOCC does cover
later in the
document.
2 Essex County |For clarity it is This was noted This was
Council suggested the and actioned. amended in
wording is changed 1.3.1.
to, ‘Unlike planning
applications, which
are determined by
local planning
authorities....... "
3 Essex County |To help set the The Applicant The Applicant
Council context for this considered that |included a brief
Nationally the SoCC was not|summary of
Significant the appropriate nearby NSIPs at
Infrastructure place to provide |1.4.4.
Project (NSIP), the |detail of this
draft SOCC should | nature. The SoCC
explicitly recognise |should set out the
current and planned approach
potential NSIPs and to community
large-scale projects | consultation.
within Essex and | However, the
beyond and how | Applicant included
they interlink with | a brief summary of
this proposal. nearby NSIPs at
1.4.4.
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Page of

draft
SoCC

3 Essex County
Council

Comment made
by local authority

The last sentence
of the first
paragraph reads ‘It
also provides a
fixed role for local
authorities and
means we will be
following a well-
established and
clear process to
develop our
proposals’. It is
suggested this
sentence is
reworded to make it
clearer to the
reader that the local
authorities are host
authorities/consulte
es fora
Development
Consent Order
(DCO).

Also, it would be
helpful here, or
somewhere early in
the draft SOCC to
say who the host
authorities are.

Regard had to
suggestion

This was noted
and actioned.

Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

This was
amended in
1.5.1.

Essex County
Council

The timetable and
schedule should
also include how
and when the
project team will
respond to
consultation
feedback to enable
the process to be
open, transparent,
and understandable
to consultees.

This was already
set out in Figure 1,
which notes the
Applicant will have
due regard to
consultation
responses as part
of our DCO
application.

No change
made.

6 —
figure 2:
scheme

Braintree
District Council

The text contained
within the key is
illegible when

This was noted
and actioned.

This was
amended and
updated for the
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Page of
draft
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boundar
y

Local
Authority

Comment made
by local authority

viewed
electronically (this
may also be the
case with hard
copies).

Regard had to

suggestion

Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if

applicable)

final published
version of the
SoCC.

6 —

figure 2:
scheme
boundar

y

Chelmsford City
Council

The quality of the
image showing the
site boundary could
be improved.

Also show the
location of key
settlements e.g.,
Boreham, Great
Leighs, Chelmsford
and to add the total
site area. A larger
site location plan for
the wider context
would also be
beneficial.

It would also be
useful to highlight
that the site falls
within the two
districts of
Chelmsford and
Braintree.

This was noted
and actioned.

Figure 2 was
updated. The
published SoCC
also referenced
the fact that the
scheme falls
between two
districts.

6 —
figure 2:
scheme
boundar
y and 10
— figure
3:
consulta
tion
zone 1

Essex County
Council

Both Figures 2 and
3 are hard to read,
understand and

need to be clearer.

Figure 3 is
particularly difficult
to read due to the
details shown,
resulting in
difficulties in
properly
understanding the
extent of the
consultation zone.

To aid readability it

would be helpful for

This was noted
and actioned.

Both figures have
been updated for
the final

published SoCC.
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

both maps to show
district boundaries
and include
settlements/
landmarks as
reference points.

It is therefore
strongly
recommended that
both maps are
improved so
legibility increases,
with careful
consideration given
to those with visual
impairments.

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}g

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

7 Essex County
Council

There has already
been one round of
non-statutory
consultation in late
2020, however,
what is not clear
from the draft
SOCC is how this
next stage of
consultation has
been informed by
this previous round
of consultation.

What lessons have
been learnt from
using remote
consultation
techniques, what
worked well, what
was less
successful, etc.

It is important to be
transparent about
why the ‘remote’
approaches to
consultation as
detailed in the draft
SOCC, are being

This was noted
and actioned.

This point has
been addressed
in section 3.4 in
the final
published SoCC.
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

used as the most
effective approach
to take.

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

7 Essex County
Council

It would be helpful
to be explicit which
local authorities
were approached
for a member
meeting, where a
meeting has
already taken
place.

The Applicant
considered that
the SoCC was not
the appropriate
place to provide
detail of this
nature. The
Applicant will
report on this as
part of the
Consultation
Report.

No change
made.

7 Essex County
Council

Making available
published
information from
this previous round
of consultation
accessible to all
respondents so
they can see the
“Journey” of the
consultation so far
and give
respondents the
best chance of
giving an informed
decision on the
proposals planned/
how they have
changed over time,
informed by
previous rounds of
consultation.

This was noted
and actioned.

This point was
addressed in
section 3.4 in the
final published
SoCC.

8 Braintree
District Council

The proposed start
date for the
statutory
consultation is the
day after Local
Government
elections. This

This was noted
and actioned.

The Applicant
changed the
consultation start
date to no earlier
than 20 May
2021. The
consultation
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

needs to be pushed
back to allow time
for post-election
matters to be
completed.

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}g

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

ultimately took
place from 1
June to 13 July
2021.

Chelmsford City
Council

Short term and
long-term impacts
include other
impacts such as
social-economic
and cumulative.

The community
should be able to
comment on any
proposed mitigation
during the formal
consultation and on
ways to maximise
the benefits of the
proposed
development.

This was noted
and actioned.

These points
were
incorporated in
paragraphs 4.4.1
and 4.4.2. of the
SoCC.

8 Chelmsford City
Council

SoCC should state
that consultation
materials will make
clear which aspects
of the development
proposals maybe
fixed with limited
opportunity to
influence, and
where there is more
scope to help to
manage
consultation
expectations.

This was noted
and actioned.

This was
specified in the
final version of
the published
SoCCin4.4.1.
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Longfigy

Solar Farm

Page of Local Comment made Regard had to Amendment to
draft Authority by local authority suggestion SoCC (if
SoCC applicable)

9 — table| Braintree The zoned The Applicant No change

2: zones| District Council |approach to considers thisto |made.

of consultation is reflect the

consulta logical. It is noted |boundaries of the

tion that Zone 1 (Figure |local authority

3) extends a long |wards which have
way north in been used to
comparison to its | develop the
southerly projection | consultation zone
beyond the scheme | (Boreham and the
boundary. A short |Leighs ward of
reference to Chelmsford City
this/explanation of |Council and
why this occurs Hatfield Peverel
would be useful. and Terling Ward
of Braintree
District Council)
9 Essex County | The wording in the |This was noted | This was revised
Council first paragraph in  |and actioned. in section 4.5.1
section 4.5 and in and Table 2.
the table could be
clearer. While some
respondents may
engage because
they are
‘interested’, the
draft SOCC is
actually setting out
how best to consult
those most ‘directly
impacted’ by this
proposed scheme,
rather than having a
direct interest.
10 Braintree The Council This was noted The
District Council |suggested that the |and actioned. organisations
Ramblers were added to
Association and the list of
CPRE Essex are ‘additional
added to the list of organisations.’
‘additional
organisations.’
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Page of
draft
SoCC

Local
Authority

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to

suggestion

Longfigy

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if

applicable)

documents (briefing
notes or community
newsletters) as part
of the consultation
information pack.

Project newsletters
should also be
considered to keep
stakeholders and
residents informed.

Consider circulating
posters to
Parish/Town
Councils for their
notice boards and
to other community
buildings e.g.,
sports centres,
churches,
healthcare
centres/GP
Surgeries,
particularly in
consultation zone 1.

10 - Chelmsford City| A clearer plan is This was noted This was
figure 3: | Council needed also and actioned. updated for the
consulta showing the site published final
tion boundary and local SoCC.
zone 1 planning authority
(LPA) boundaries.
11 Essex County |You may also wish | This was noted These
Council to consider social |and actioned. communication
media channels to channels were
advertise your referenced in
proposals. Table 3.
11 Chelmsford City| In addition to the | This was noted The suggestion
Council methods proposed | and partly of Q&As and a
in section 4.6, actioned. poster was
consider providing incorporated into
FAQs and local Table 3. The
area consultation Applicant

considered the

consultation

booklet (which
was sent to all

addresses in

consultation zone

1) and other
consultation

activities to be

sufficient to

provide a non-

technical

summary of the

Scheme

proposals, and to
keep the local

community

updated, and so
newsletters were
not progressed.
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Local
Authority

Page of
draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if

applicable)

alternative format if
requested e.g.
audio as well as
different languages.

11 Braintree It was suggested | This was noted The Applicant
District Council |that hard copies of |and actioned. made documents
documents are sent available at
to Parish Councils deposits in public
in Zone 1, so that buildings in the
hard copies are local area. This
available locally commitment was
and also to the inserted into the
District Council final published
(viewing would be version of the
dependent upon SoCC. If this
COVID restrictions commitment had
at the time). not been
possible, the
Applicant would
have made
documents
available to
parish councils
and district
councils to
enable viewing
by appointment.
11 Chelmsford City| The process for This was noted | The Applicant
Council hard copies of and actioned. added a
document is noted statement that
but the Applicant materials in
should also offer to alternative
make copies formats will be
available in provided on

request. The
Applicant also
conducted an
accessibility
check of
consultation
materials prior to
publication.
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Local

Page of

draft
SoCC

Council

Authority

11 Essex County

Comment made
by local authority

It is important to be
aware and to
address (within
both the SOCC and
the Consultation
booklet) the issue
that people with a
visual impairment
will struggle to read
information in table
formats. This is due
to alignment issues
around information
being difficult to
read vertical and
horizontally. It is
therefore advisable
to avoid tables
going across a
number of pages;
also, if the
information is
needed in a table to
try to avoid gridlines
where possible.

Regard had to
suggestion

This was noted
and actioned.

Longfigy

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

Table 3 was
updated so that
individual boxes
did not cross a

page.

Council

12 Chelmsford City

If restrictions allow,
libraries, the
Council’s customer
service centre and
parish council
offices would be
useful deposit
locations. Also, if
restrictions allow at
the time of
consultation,
consider the
possibility of static
displays in locations
such as High
Chelmer Shopping
Centre or local
community centres.

This was noted
and actioned.

The Preliminary
Environmental
Information
Report (PEIR)
document was
made available
at three libraries
within the
consultation zone
as well as a
parish church.
The Applicant
also approached
the High Chelmer
Shopping Centre
regarding a static
display but was
unable to make
contact with the
management of
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Longfie}y

Solar Farm

Page of Local Comment made Regard had to Amendment to
draft Authority by local authority suggestion SoCC (if
SoCC applicable)

the centre,
despite multiple
attempts.

14 Braintree The list of This was noted This was

District Council |‘Consultation and actioned. specified in the
Information’ should relevant section.
make it clear that
plans/drawings,
including site layout
plans, will be made
available as part of
the range of
materials as it is
this information
which will be of
specific interest to
many in the locality.

14 Braintree Consultation This was noted This was

District Council |booklets should and actioned. specified in the
specify where more final version of
detail can be found the SoCC.
(i.e., submission
documents and
PEIR); where hard
copies can be
found and where
assistance is
available for those
with visual or other
impairments.

14 Chelmsford City| Explain what may | This was noted | This was

Council trigger “further, and actioned. specified in 4.7.7
targeted, in the final
consultation on a published SoCC.
voluntary basis”

e.g., a material
change in proposal
or substantial new
issues.
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Local
Authority

Page of

draft
SoCC

Comment made
by local authority

Regard had to
suggestion

Longfigy

Solar Farm

Amendment to
SoCC (if
applicable)

Council

should be given to
alternative methods
required to engage
with different
cohorts of people.
Using Easyread for
example, uses
images to let
people with learning
difficulties or
disabilities know
what the
consultation is
about. Also, other
NSIPs are
proposing facilities
specifically for
people who are
visually or hearing
impaired to help
them navigate an
online consultation
as you propose
here.

15 Chelmsford City| The Council This was noted Responses must
Council welcomes the and actioned. be received in

dedicated writing. This was
freephone project clarified in the
helpline but clarify if final published
oral consultation SoCC. Feedback
responses e.g., forms were
made by telephone provided at the
or at public public exhibitions
exhibitions (if to encourage
undertaken), or those with
comments made comments to
via social media will provide them in
be accepted as writing.
representations.
Clarify whether
representations will
be acknowledged.

16 Essex County |Consideration This was noted The Applicant

and actioned.

addressed the
provision of
materials in
alternative
formats in
section 4.10 of
the final
published SoCC.
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Page of Local Comment made Regard had to Amendment to
draft Authority by local authority suggestion SoCC (if
SoCC applicable)

16 Essex County |As mentioned This was noted This was

Council previously, the draft|and actioned. addressed in
SOCC is missing a section 4.10 of
statement around the final
the availability of published SoCC.

alternative formats
for residents with
an impairment.

16 Essex County |The draft SOCC is |This was noted All the groups
Council missing a list of and actioned. listed were
Hard to Reach approached and
(HTR) groups, engaged with
without which it is and the SoCC
difficult to assess was revised
the appropriateness accordingly.

and effectiveness of
the HTR strategy.

Make contact with:

* The Collaborate
Essex Board
(residents with
impairments who
represent the
impaired
community)

* Youth clubs in the
affected Essex
districts and the
YEA (Young Essex
Assembly)

* The Strategy,
Insight and
Engagement Team
at Essex County
Council can assist
with the promotion
of the consultation
by using ECC’s
consultation portal.
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LongsteW

Page of Local Comment made Regard had to Amendment to
draft Authority by local authority suggestion SoCC (if
SoCC applicable)

18 Chelmsford City| Incorporate details |Responses must |No change

Council of how you would | be individual. made.
deal with any Petitions will be
petitions if received.| treated as a single
response for the
purpose of the
Consultation
Report. This was
addressed in
section 5.2.3.
18 Chelmsford City| It would be helpful if This was noted This was
Council the Consultation and actioned. included in
Report includes a section 5.3.1 of
summary of the the final
main issues and/or published SoCC.
key topics raised.
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